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pects, the two became engaged to be married on his
return from England.

Benjamin Franklin set out on his great adventure in
the autumn of 1724 and reached London in December.
But there a terrible disappointment awaited him. Sir
William Keith's good-nature had not gone beyond
words and promises. There was no letter in the mail-
bags on board the ship which had brought the young
printer to England, and Benjamin found himself in a
strange land, without friends and with hardly any
money, and forced to earn his living. It was a cruel
blow, but Benjamin did not let it make him bitter, and
swallowing his disappointment, the young American
set about finding work. This proved an easy matter for
one of his skill, and first he obtained employment at
Palmer's Printing- House in Bartholomew Close, and
later at Watts's Printing House. To begin with he was a
source of much amusement to his English companions.
When they drank beer he drank water, so they called
him the " Water American ". But their amusement
changed to respect when he proved that not only was
he a better workman than they were, but he was also
better at sports, for when they went down to the
Thames for a swim, he astonished all who saw him by
the spfeed at which he travelled through the water.

Franklin was, indeed, a very original young man.
He did not partake of strong drinks and he was also a
light eater. Then he took a cold bath every morning,
a thing few people did in those days, and he liked to sit
in his bedroom without any clothes on and let the cool,
fresh air play over his body. He thought it was good